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HON MICHAEL MURRAY, QC — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.07 pm]: It is an extraordinary privilege to pay tribute to 
Hon Michael Murray, QC, on his retirement from public life. His Honour has been a tireless advocate for the law, 
civic responsibility and public values. His career is a testament to his unswerving and fearless commitment to 
fairness and, in the words of the former Chief Justice in 2011, his “conspicuous devotion to duty”. Members will 
be aware of the major milestones that illuminate His Honour’s career. He was made a Queen’s Counsel in 1984 
and was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1990 where he served as Acting Chief Justice and administrator of the 
state. Upon retirement from the bench, His Honour continued to serve the community as Parliamentary Inspector 
of the Corruption and Crime Commission, chair of the Supervised Release Review Board and WA chair of the 
National Trust of Australia. Hon Michael Murray was bestowed with an honorary doctorate from Murdoch University 
for his contribution as a member of the university senate and, later, as pro-chancellor. He has a membership of the 
Order of Australia (AM) for his service to the law, education and the community. His Honour’s contributions to 
the law and public service are too numerous to list, so I will highlight matters that illustrate his humanity and 
esteem for the law. His Honour’s review of the Criminal Code—commonly known as the Murray review—remains 
essential reading on the historical operation of criminal law in this state. It began a process of modernisation that 
led to the overhaul of sexual offences to better reflect contemporary values. His Honour’s tenure on the bench and 
subsequent work as a parliamentary inspector was underpinned by his ability to balance competing interests—
cognisant always of the public interest and protecting the rights that we all enjoy as citizens. His Honour’s passion 
for the rights of citizens is exemplified by his expressed ideas, such as the reform of parole to focus on therapeutic 
and rehabilitative mechanisms. His interest in legal matters was also accompanied by a longstanding concern for 
natural, Indigenous and cultural heritage. Both the law, with its precedents and precision, and heritage, with its 
insistence on memories, are of enduring value, reminding us of our role as custodians of the future. In this vein, 
Hon Michael Murray, QC, leaves a foundation and a legacy.  
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